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method is yet to be devised which will effectually eliminate the stain- 
ing of the blood platelets. 

In interpreting the appearance of gametocytes in this type of 
blood smear, the action of the acid alcohol used in clearing should be 
taken into consideration. The sexual organisms appear devoid of the 
characteristic malaria pigment, which has been quite thoroughly dis- 
solved in the process of clearing the hemoglobin out of the erythro- 
cytes. Here is given further evidence of the chemical afimity of the 
malaria pigment and the hemoglobin of the blood. The action of the 
acid alcohol depends for its rapidity on its freshness and on the age 
of the blood specimen, requiring from 30 seconds to several hours 
for complete clearing of the coloring matter of the blood. 

Although it is not absolutely necessary, it is advantageous to renew 
the stock stain in about 30 clays, as a slight deterioration has been 
detected after that time. If it is found that a considerable quantity 
of the original stain remains after 30 days, and if it is deemed eco- 
nomical to use the material, it is necessary to concentrate the dilutions 
prepared in staining about five times after filtering the original 
stock stain. This applies more particularly to the methylene blue. 
To obtain the best results it is advisable to use freshly diluted stains 
for each lot of 20 or 30 slides. Also, if it is found necessary to store 
the blood specimens before time can be spared for examination, it is 
of decided advantage to clear and fix them and, if possible, to stain 
them soon after they are made. It has been my experience that thick 
dried blood films kept unstained for several weeks do not respond 
to the treatment of the thick smear technique necessary to obtain sat- 
isfactory results. 

The writer desires to record his indebtedness to Prof. William 
Krauss, of Tennessee University, for invaluable suggestions con- 
tributed toward the preparation of this article. 



VENEREAL DISEASE PUBLICATIONS. 

DISTRIBUTION BY STATE BOARDS OF HEALTH AND THE PUBLIC HEALTH 

SERVICE. 

Health officers generally are not only willing but anxious to pro- 
mote the education of the public in regard to venereal diseases, but 
many are deterred from any active propaganda by the difficulty 
encountered hi the presentation of this subject. The bureau, in 
cooperation with the State boards of health in 42 of the States, has 
prepared pamphlets to meet the growing demand on the part of the 
public for authentic information in regard to venereal disease con- 
trol. The following is a list of the pamphlets now available for dis- 
tribution either by the State boards of health or by the Public Health 
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Service. Requests for these pamphlets, should be made to the State 
health officer, and, if the State board of health can not supply them, 
limited numbers will be supplied by the Surgeon General, United 
States Public Health Service, Washington, D. C. 

Instructions to Medical Officers in Charge of Venereal Disease Clinics. Miscel. 
Pub. No. 19.. 

Keeping Fit; V. D. pamphlet No. 1. 

Responsibility of Druggists to the Public Health; V. D. pamphlet No. 2. 

Fit to Fight; V. D. pamphlet No. 3. 

.Keep them Fit; V. D. pamphlet No. 4. 

The Attack on Venereal Diseases; V. D. pamphlet No. 5. 

Manpower; V. D. pamphlet No. 0. 

The Problem of Sex Education in Schools; V. D. pamphlet No. 7 (printed by New 
Jersey State Board of. Health), 

On Guard; V. D. pamphlet No. 8 (printed by New Jersey State Board of Health). 

The Need for Sex Education; V. D. pamphlet No. 9. 

Why Should High. Schools and Colleges Provide Sex Instruction? V. D. pamphlet 
No. 10. 

Venereal Disease— A Public Health Problem for Civilian Communities; V». D. 
pamphlet No. 11. 

An. Appeal to all Retail Druggists to Cooperate in Protecting the Fighting Forces; 
V., D, pamphlet No. 21. 

When they Come Home; V.: D. pamphlet No. 23. 

War On Venereal Disease to Continue; V. D. pamphlet No. 24. 

An Appeal to Advertising Media to Cooperate in the Fight Against Venereal Dis- 
eases; V. D. pamphlet No. 25. 

Shall we Finish the Fight? V. D. pamphlet No. 26. 

Venereal Diseases and the War; V. D. pamphlet No. 27. 

Gome Clean; V. D. pamphlet No. 23. 

Placard for Toilets; V. D, pamphlet No. 29. 

Important Confidential Information for Patients; V. D. pamphlet No. 31. 
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